
 

 

 

 

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE POLICY 

1. Introduction and Aims 

The purpose of this policy is to outline Prior’s Field’s approach to identifying and meeting the needs 

of pupils for whom English is not their first language. The policy applies to all members of our school 

community, including boarders. Prior’s Field is fully committed to ensuring that the application of 
this policy is non-discriminatory in line with the UK Equality Act (2010).  

In defining EAL we have adopted the following definition: An EAL pupil is a pupil whose first language 

is not English. This includes pupils who are fully bilingual and all those at different stages of learning 

English. 

Prior’s Field is committed to ensuring that all pupils are able to have access to a broad, balanced 

and relevant curriculum. English is best learnt through immersion in the life of the school and the 

curriculum. EAL students are encouraged to play a full part in all learning opportunities.  

a. The school wishes to support all of its pupils to become effective learners who are able to 

achieve their maximum potential. 

b. The Director of Pastoral Care and Learning Pathways oversees the provision and teaching 

of EAL pupils, with every teacher taking responsibility for the lessons, programmes of study 

and communication to parents, students and teachers of progress. 

c. This policy should be read in conjunction with the Equal Opportunities, Admissions, 

Learning Support and the Exceptionally Able Policies. 

d. Prior’s Field aims to meet the needs of any pupil in the school, including those who have 
EAL needs. 

e. Pupils with EAL needs will be offered full access to a broad, balanced and relevant 

education which will be inclusive and appropriate to their experience with English. 

f. Pupils will be assisted to become more proficient in English and, as their progress develops, 

to reach their academic potential. 

g. EAL support is available to all pupils for whom English is not a first language. Pupils will be 

assessed on application to the school and then re- assessed on arrival by EAL staff. If they 

are considered to need English language tuition it will be a requirement that they follow an 

appropriate course. 

h. Once assessed, girls are taught on a one to one or small groups basis, according to their 

timetable availability. Extra lessons can also be arranged on request. 

i. In First to Third Form, EAL students are offered lessons in place of their MFL lessons. If they 

would like to study French, Spanish or Latin, they may do so and EAL lessons will be arranged 



 

 

 

for lunch times or after school instead. In Fourth and Fifth Form, EAL lessons will be offered 

in place of the short course option. 

j. Pupils in First to Fifth Form typically have 2 lessons weekly of EAL support. 

k. Sixth Form students’ lessons are arranged in study periods. Students normally have 2-3 

lessons each week as they work towards the IELTS (International English Language Testing 

System) qualification to be taken in the Upper Sixth. 

2. Examinations 

a.   Various examinations are offered, depending on ability and requirements. Pupils will take 

        IGCSE English Language and those who are able, English Literature.  Where a student's 

level is considered below CEFR B2 (as determined by their FCE Cambridge exam scores 

where possible) they will take IGCSE English as a Second Language instead.  The English 

Department will be involved in all decisions regarding students' IGCSE English exams. 

b.    The Cambridge First Certificate English Exam will be taken in Year 9 to assess their level 

and readiness for IGCSE English and Literature.   

c.    The IELTS course and exam is strongly recommended for Sixth Form students as 

preparation and proof of an English level suitable for study at an English speaking 

university.  IELTS is usually required for university entrance in the United Kingdom and is 

widely 

        recognised as evidence for proficiency in English by Australian, American, Canadian and 

many European universities. 

d.    All students are encouraged to take GCSE and A levels in their native language (if offered by 

        UK exam boards). The teachers of EAL will support the finding of relevant tutors if required. 

        The Exams Officer will work with the individual teachers to ensure the correct exams are 

offered and entered for. 

e.    Where appropriate students may also be supported in taking the Cambridge PET exam. 

 

    3. Teaching 

a. All staff are familiar with the EAL Policy and are aware of their role in implementing it.  

b. Lessons can generally be divided into three areas: 

i. Those that concentrate on learning and revising grammar. 

ii. Those that concentrate on one or more of the four skills: reading, writing, listening 

and speaking. 

iii. Those that support the wider curriculum. 

c.    All available resources are used, including the internet, the school library, newspapers,        

       EAL books, listening materials and course books. Textbooks are reviewed regularly. 

4. First to Third Forms 

a.       Girls are taught according to their ability and requirements. The schemes of work are 

 followed at the appropriate level. All four skills are practiced, with emphasis on those 

 which are the weakest. 

b.         Some lessons are devoted to supporting work in other subjects. The amount of time spent on 



 

 

 

these lessons varies considerably and is decided upon after discussion with each student and 

subject teacher. If only one student in the group requires help in a particular  area, she will receive 

that help after school or at lunchtime. Every effort is made to present relevant reading material to 

extend understanding across the curriculum. 

c.          For these reasons the timings of the schemes of work do not always follow the same    pattern. 

5. Fourth and Fifth Forms 

a. In Fourth and Fifth Form, EAL support is used primarily to support attainment in GCSE English 

and Literature. 

b. Those students taking IGCSE English as a Second Language will also be taught by EAL teachers. 

c. Students with a PAS may also be offered extra support where beneficial.    

6. Sixth Form 

a. Students follow a structured academic IELTS course covering all four skills as well 

as grammar and vocabulary input. Emphasis is placed on independent critical 

thinking and students are encouraged to express their ideas openly in class. Topical 

issues are debated and views are presented both verbally and through discursive 

essays.   

b. Students are encouraged to develop a high level of CALP through understanding and 

analysing challenging texts and developing academic writing skills.  These classes 

aim to support students' academic success at A level and in Further Education 

settings. 

c. Where necessary subject support will be given, mainly focussing on improving 

academic writing skills and subject specific academic vocabulary. 

7. Monitoring 

a. Feedback on progress will be recorded at staff, departmental and tutor team 

meetings. 

b. Use is made of all baseline school data (for example CAT 4, MIDYIS, YELLIS, ALIS) 

and internal examination results for screening, diagnostic purposes and for shaping 

pupils’ individual programmes. 

c. Examination and test results will be analysed. 

d. Reviews with pupils and parents/guardians will be arranged and recorded, as 

required. 

e. The school pastoral system incorporates strategies to support pupils for whom 

English is an additional language and a structured programme of induction and 

support is in place. 

8. Supporting Pupils to Integrate into the PF Community 

EAL Teachers, and Boarding Staff all make an input into the induction programme for pupils with EAL 

who join the school. In addition, form tutors and Heads of Year provide ongoing welfare and pastoral 

support for EAL pupils. Counselling and peer and staff mentoring are available to all pupils at the school 



 

 

 

to ensure that good personal and social progress underpins their academic performance. There is 

collaborative working between academic and pastoral staff to support the needs of EAL pupils as 

effectively as possible. 

9. Staff Training 

c. Teaching staff receive support and training on the learning needs of pupils for whom English 

is not their first language. Guidance is offered on effective in-class differentiation and 

flexible teaching to help cater for the learning styles and English language level of individual 

pupils. EAL teachers are provided with suitable in-service training to maintain their up-to-

date knowledge and skills in these areas. 

a. This policy is monitored by the Director of Pastoral Care and Learning Pathways and the 

Director of Studies. It is evaluated and reviewed annually by the Director of Pastoral 

Care and Learning Pathways. 

 

 

Reviewed by: Director of Pastoral Care and Learning Pathways 

Date of next review: December 2026 

Governors review: E&W Spring 2025 

Location: Website/portal/ISI 
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